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and as the extent to be defended would thus be doubled, he made them of a peculiar construction, to enable one man to do the work of two There is no occasion to descnbe the rows of ditches, dry and wet, the staked pitfalls, the cervi, pronged instruments like the branching horns of a stag, the stiniuh, barbed spikes treacherously concealed to impale the unwary and hold him fast when caught, with which the ground was sown in irregular rows, the vallus and the lonca, and all the varied contrivances of Roman engineering genius Military students will read the particulars for themselves in Csesar's own language Enough that the work was done within the time, with the legions in perfect good humor, and giving jesting names to the new instiuments of torture as Csesar invented them Vercingetorix now and then burst out on the working parties, but produced no effect They knew what they were to expect when the thirty days were out, but they knew their commander, and had absolute confidence in his judgment
Meanwhile, on all sides, the G-auls were responding to the call From every quarter, even from far-off parts of Belgium, horse and foot were streaming along the roads Commius of Arras, Cajsar's old friend, who had gone with him to Britain, was caught with the same frenzy, and was hastening among the rest to help to end him At last two hundred and fifty thousand of the best fighting men that Gaul could produce had collected at the appointed rendezvous, and advanced with the easy conviction that the mere impulse of so mighty a force would sweep Caesar off the earth. They were late in arriving The thirty days had passed, and there